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Welcome to the NYACCE 68th Annual Conference 

From the Conference Co-Chairs 

Welcome to the NYACCE 68th Annual Conference, where we celebrate our work and strive to enhance and ex-

pand our knowledge. Whether we are learning from people outside the field of adult education, from our NYSED 

officials, from data experts or from each other, one thing is certain - Learning Is Forever.  

We’re transformed from diamonds in the rough to polished professionals because of our learning. NYACCE is 

proud to bring opportunities to Mine for Nuggets with your workshop presenters beginning Monday evening.  

Take time to network and unwind with colleagues while you attend the Denim and Diamonds Gala and the 

Multi-Faceted Professionals Awards Luncheon. Special guest speakers this year include Deputy Commissioner 

Kevin G. Smith and author Professor Ralph G. Brockett, PhD.  

Welcome and thank you for adding your shine and brilliance to the NYACCE 68th Annual Conference! 

Kathleen Rinaldo and Kate Trombley 

Conference Co-Chairs 

Lisa Lee 

NYACCE President  

2017-2019 

www.nyacce.org 

From the NYACCE President 

Dear Colleagues:  

It is my pleasure to welcome you to the 68th Annual Conference of the New York Association for Continuing and 
Community Education. Join us Monday night for an interactive discussion about helping adults become self-
directed students with Professor Ralph Brockett, PhD, and Tuesday morning when Deputy Commissioner Kevin 
Smith will open the conference with his report: The State of Adult Education in NYS. I also look forward to joining 
you as we honor our exemplary teachers and professionals in the adult education field at the Annual Professional 
Awards luncheon on Tuesday, April 30th.   

Conference offers an excellent opportunity to learn from and network with your colleagues from across New 
York State and relax every evening at The Mine (Hospitality Suite) with friends. Re-
member to pack your bling and denim for the Denim and Diamonds Gala where we 
look forward to meeting everyone. 

The NYACCE Conference Committee co-chairs Kathleen Rinaldo and Kate Trombley 
have worked hard to bring high quality professional development and presenters to 
you. Attendees will receive valuable information and strategies to take back to their 
programs to improve student and program success.  

On behalf of NYACCE and the Board of Directors, thank you for attending the 68th 
Annual NYAACE Conference. The hard work of the NYACCE Board and conference 
committees,  workshop presenters, exhibitors, and volunteers contribute to the suc-
cess of the conference. A special ‘thank you’ to Kathleen Rinaldo and Kate Trombley 
for their dedication and commitment to NYACCE and making this year’s conference a 
success.  

Lisa Lee 

NYACCE President  



Get Whova for NYACCE Conference 

Official Event App 
 

 Explore the professional profiles of event speakers and attendees 

 

 Send in-app messages and exchange contact info 

 

 Network and find attendees with common affiliations, educations, shared networks, 

and social profiles 

 

 Receive update notifications from organizers 

 

 Access the event agenda, GPS guidance, maps, and parking directions at your finger-

tips 

Download Whova and take 

your event mobile. 

Get Whova from the App Store or 

Google Play. 

Please sign up for the app with 

your social media account or email 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You will be asked for an event invitation code after 

installing Whova 

 

The event invitation code is: 

nyafh 
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10:00 am - 3:00 pm (4-hours of NYSED-approved professional development - lunch break included) 

Albany/Colony 
Career Kits for Case Management 

Visit: http://www.centralsoutherntierraen.cog/events.php for full details. 

Schenectady 
Career Kits for ELA/Social Studies 

Visit: http://www.centralsoutherntierraen.cog/events.php for full details. 

Salon A 
Career Kits for Science 

Visit: http://www.centralsoutherntierraen.cog/events.php for full details. 

Salon B 
Career Kits for ESOL 

Visit: http://www.centralsoutherntierraen.cog/events.php for full details. 

Salon C 
Career Kits for Math 

Visit: http://www.centralsoutherntierraen.cog/events.php for full details. 

1:00 - 4:00 pm 

Salon F 

Managing EPE Programs 

New and veteran EPE Program Managers will benefit from the information shared at this workshop. A 
review of regulations and fiscal concerns will be covered and time for Q&A will be allotted. 

7:00 - 8:00 pm 

Sponsored by 

 

 

 

 

Salon E 

 

Opening the Mine  
with Professor Ralph G. Brockett, PhD 

 

Interactive Discussion: Helping Adults Become Self-Directed Learners 

Self-direction is a very important part of successful adult learning. Effective teachers of adults are able to 
help learners develop and understand their potential for self-direction in learning. The purpose of this 
session is to discuss the nature of self-directed learning and to help participants learn some practical 
strategies to encourage self-direction among their learners. Refreshments will be served. 

7:30 – 10:30 pm  

Room 667       Diamonds Made Under Pressure  
(Past Presidents’ Reception) 

MONDAY - APRIL 29, 2019 
Pre-Conference RAEN PD 
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The State of Adult Education in New York State 

Deputy Commissioner Smith leads the Office of Adult Career and Continuing Education Ser-
vices - Vocational Rehabilitation (ACCES-VR). ACCES includes responsibility for New York 
State’s Vocational Rehabilitation office which serves more than 12,000 individuals with disa-
bilities who are seeking employment. Over 700 employees of NYSED are deployed across the 
state to provide direct human services and supports needed to address persistently low em-
ployment rates. In addition, ACCES-VR oversees the Bureau of Proprietary School Supervision 
that licenses and monitors more than 400 non-degree post-
secondary schools offering a full menu of career and beauty 
school programs; and the Adult Education Program and Poli-
cy office which includes the distribution of dedicated federal 
and state resources and management of the High School 
Equivalency program. 

Prior to his service at NYSED, Mr. Smith served as Executive 
Director of Literacy New York, formerly known as Literacy 
Volunteers of America-New York, since 1982. Mr. Smith is a 
1975 graduate of SUNY at Fredonia with a major in Second-
ary Education/English.  His accomplishments include: serving 
as a delegate to the 1991 White House Conference on Li-
brary Information and Services; member of the New York 
State Board of Regents Literacy Planning Committee; Chair 
of the State Literacy Council; member of the Adult Learning 
Services Council under two Commissioners of Education; 
Secretary of the National Commission on Adult Basic Education (COABE); New York Associa-
tion Continuing and Community Education (NYACCE) Past-President; Lawrence Levin Profes-
sional Award winner; recipient of the Literacy Volunteers of America National Chair’s Award; 
and, former NYATEP board member.  

TUESDAY - APRIL 30, 2019 

8:30 - 9:30 am Salon D/E 
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8:30 - 9:30 am 

Salon D/E Report on the State of Adult Education in New York State 

9:45 - 11:45 am 

ALBANY 

Google for Administrators 

Google provides a number of tools that can help streamline the work of an administrator.  Come to this session 
to learn which Google tools are helpful and what they can do for you. 

COLONIE 

Repurposing Math Tasks for the Multi-Level Classroom - How Push and Support Cards Can 
Level the Playing Field 

In this workshop, participants will engage with a high-cognitive math task that has been repurposed for the 
mixed-ability ABE/HSE/ESL classroom. Participants will leave with access to ready-made tasks, as well as a how-
to guide, so teachers can immediately start using this “push and support” strategy with their students. 

SCHENECTADY 

ESOL Adaptation for NYSED/CUNY CareerKits 

Teachers will be introduced to lessons adapted from the NYSED/CUNY CareerKits for ESOL learners. Participants 
will explore adapted materials and take home some lessons. Discussion of how CareerKit activities can fit into 
ESOL classes will be included. Electronic access to the adaptations will be shared. 

SALON A 

Using the NYSED/CUNY Career Kits for TABE and TASC Prep 

WIOA-funded programs must integrate the NYSED/CUNY CareerKits into instruction while preparing students for 
the demands of the TASC exam and TABE 11/12 assessments. In this workshop, teachers will be introduced to 
lessons and lesson sets designed to help both pre-HSE and HSE students prepare themselves for the demands of 
the TABE 11/12 and TASC. Lessons on integrating social studies content and on using the CareerKits to build 
reading comprehension skills for the TABE 11/12 will be shared, and teachers will walk away with lessons they 
can use right away, many of which include practice TASC and TABE 11/12 questions. 

SALON B 

Using the NYSED/CUNY CareerKits for Career Exploration and Basic Skills Development 

Participants will be introduced to the NYSED/CUNY CareerKits, including how to use them, how to teach about 
the career pathways, and how to correlate to contextualized reading, writing, math and computer skills. Access 
to free downloadable lessons will be provided. 

SALON C 

The State of Workforce Advocacy 

What is the State of the Workforce in New York and how can the "system" work together to advocate for policy, 
practice, and change! Join Madison Hubner from NYATEP for an overview of the current outlook for New York's 
workforce system, an overview of the Invest in Skills NY campaign, and advocacy best practices. Participants will 
learn how to effectively engage legislators, will practice their organizational pitch, and follow up techniques. 

SALON F 

NYSED HSE Updates 

NYSED High School Equivalency administrators will discuss updates to the policies, procedures and exciting up-
coming technological advancements. Examinee self-registration in the DRC portal will be discussed, as well as 
the pending update to NYSED's data system. 

TUESDAY - APRIL 30, 2019 
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Keynote: Effective Teaching for Successful Adult Learning  

Ralph G. Brockett, PhD is a Professor in the Department of Educational Psychology and Counseling at the 
University of Tennessee, where he has been for the past 30 years. He teaches graduate courses in adult 
education, adult learning, and research methods. His major scholarly 
interests are in the areas of self-directed learning, ethics in adult ed-
ucation, and the study of the adult education field. Ralph received 
his PhD (Adult Education) from Syracuse University and his MEd 
(Counseling) and BA (Psychology) degrees from the University of To-
ledo. Previously, he was on the faculty at Montana State University 
and Syracuse University, and worked in continuing education for 
health and human services professionals in New York State.  

Ralph is on the board of the International Society for Self-Directed 
Learning, is past chair of the Commission of Professors of Adult Edu-
cation, and has served on the board of the American Association for 
Adult and Continuing Education. In addition, he is a past editor-in-
chief of New Directions for Adult and Continuing Education and co-editor of Adult Learning, and has 
served on the editorial boards of four journals. Among his books are Teaching Adults: A Practical Guide 
for New Teachers, The Profession and Practice of Adult Education (Updated edition) (2007, with S Merri-
am), Toward Ethical Practice (2004, with R. Hiemstra), and Self-Direction in Adult Learning: Perspectives 
on Theory, Research, and Practice (1991, with R. Hiemstra).  Ralph received the Malcolm Knowles Memo-
rial Self-Directed Learning Award in 2004 and was inducted into the International Adult and Continuing 
Education Hall of Fame in 2005.  

TUESDAY - APRIL 30, 2019 

12:00-12:30 pm Salon D/E 

New York Association of Continuing and Community Education 

Originally published in 1991, this book provides the reader 

with a comprehensive synthesis of developments, issues 

and practices related to a self-

direction in learning. It presents 

strategies for facilitating self-

directed learning as an instruction-

al method and for enhancing learn-

er self-direction as an aspect of 

adult personality. The idea of self-

directed learning is not a new one 

but has received renewed atten-

tion in education circles and has 

particular significance for the adult 

education sector.  

Regardless of the context, teaching is a tall 

task—and for those teaching adults, unique 

challenges await. Teaching 

Adults: A Practical Guide for 

New Teachers is chock-full 

of ideas that can be read 

quickly and implemented 

immediately in formal and 

informal settings, in class-

rooms and workplaces; in 

short, wherever adults are 

learning. 
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Multi-Faceted Professionals 
NYACCE 2019 Outstanding Teachers and Professional Awards 

Tuesday, April 30, 2019 
Salon D/E 12:00; Plated lunch served at 12:30 

 

Join in the celebration of  

Outstanding Teachers and  Professionals  

who have significant impact on adult education. 

NYACCE recognizes our event sponsors  

Special ‘Thank You’ to: 
 

 

 

Luncheon Sponsor 

 
Outstanding Teacher Awards Sponsor  

 
 

 

Professional Awards Sponsor  
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TUESDAY - APRIL 30, 2019 
1:30 - 2:30 pm 

ALBANY 

Introduction to the Case Manager Portal 

The Case Manager Portal is an exciting addition to ASISTS which will allow case managers to enter case notes, 
make referrals and track outcomes effectively and efficiently. This presentation is part of the statewide rollout 
and features a live demonstration of the portal. 

COLONIE 

Beyond the TASC 

Though our primary focus is to prepare students to pass the TASC exam and obtain a High School Equivalency 
Diploma, we ultimately want them to be self-sufficient, functioning members of their community. In this 
workshop we will explore a variety of ways to address and expose students to real life situations and expecta-
tions. Career exploration, financial and health literacy and hands-on activities are a few of the avenues used 
to equip students for life after the HSE. Our goal is to have students confidently answer the question "what's 
next?" upon graduation. 

SCHENECTADY 

"Help I'm Stuck" Responses for Successful Interventions in the Math Classroom 

One of the best practices for teaching and learning mathematics is Supporting Productive Struggle in Learning 
Mathematics. Understanding how to support effectively can sometimes be unclear. Wouldn't it be great to 
know which responses to student struggle are effective and lead to student progress, compared to which re-
sponses can limit students' perseverance and sense-making? You will discover the differences throughout this 
session. 

SALON A 

Express Lane Reading Development 

Learn to help adult students develop reading skills at a quick pace. Teachers will leave with a handful of read-
ing mini-lessons that directly address the most common comprehension issues faced by adult students. Mini-
lessons can be used over and over as they are applied to a variety of classroom reading assignments and pro-
jects. 

SALON B 

Journey to Success 

Learn about a highly effective, research-based methodology for building reading, writing, vocabulary, compre-
hension, and critical thinking skills in both academic and workplace context. This exciting new series provides 
sure footing for students on the challenging path to a high school diploma or career. Sit in and experience 
how it works! 

SALON C 

Preparation for IET and WIOA IEL/CE in One Comprehensive Program 

The BurlingtonEnglish program provides everything needed for blended instruction. The program was created 
specifically for the adult English language learner and for their educators. Come see how Burlington's multiple 
courses and levels address all aspects of WIOA, including preparation for Integrated Education and Training 
(IET) and Integrated English Literacy and Civics Education (IEL/CE). In addition to providing learners with the 
opportunity to develop digital literacy in the lab or on mobile devices, BurlingtonEnglish's differentiated in-
struction provides teachers with everything needed for a highly interactive classroom: instructor-led projecta-
ble lessons, printable worksheets and dynamic in-class activities. We will highlight how to use BurlingtonEng-
lish to respond directly to the demands of WIOA. 

(Please note this workshop has not been reviewed by NYSED for state and federal guidelines. Programs inter-
ested in learning more about these topics, should contact their NYSED regional representative.) 
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TUESDAY - APRIL 30, 2019 
2:45 - 3:45 pm 

ALABNY 

2019 TASC Updates Self-registration and MNO Forms 

In this session, we will review 2018 TASC testing results in New York and changes being implemented in 2019. 
The main changes include self-registration for examinees and the release of MNO forms. Please bring your 
questions. Together we can create a smooth transition and help our learners successfully prepare for the ex-
amination. 

COLONIE 

ESL Tips for Teachers 

Teachers will present several highly effective methods to use at any level within the ESL classroom. As ESL 
teachers at Nassau BOCES, we have used these methods consistently and successfully. Methods modeled by 
teachers can be used immediately. 

SCHENECTADY 

Math Materials for the Classroom and Independent Study 

Adult education teachers are always looking for materials appropriate for adults and targeted at the skills 
they need to learn. The CUNY Adult Literacy/HSE Program has developed a series of math learning modules 
for use in distance learning, traditional instruction and independent study. In this workshop, participants will 
explore introductory activities in areas such as population density, exponents/roots, and rigid transfor-
mations. Participants will gain access to a series of student packets in high-emphasis TASC math topics. 

SALON A 

Integrating the Arts into ABE/HSE TASC Preparation 

Transient, impoverished, and disenfranchised. Sound familiar? These words describe many adult students. 
Many of their educational experiences were shaped by changing schools frequently, lack of access to extra-
curricular activities, or having required instructional support services preclude them from taking visual or per-
forming arts electives. In addition to deficits in academic literacy, many students are marginalized because 
they lack cultural literacy. This session will provide ideas for using the arts to enhance your students' educa-
tional experience in ABE/HSE TASC preparation class. We'll also have a little fun while learning! 

SALON B 

Headlines & Homework 

Join the discussion about using various types of news media in the ESL classroom. Together we will discover 
methods used to help your students engage with the news to improve their listening, reading, writing and 
speaking skills. Activities and resources will be covered and attendees will have opportunity to share their 
ideas, struggles and expertise. 

SALON C 

Diamonds in the Rough 

This is a roundtable for all Adult Education Program Managers. Let's come together to discuss hot topics and 
share best practices. 

New York Association of Continuing and Community Education 10 



Prepare for the 

Denim and Diamonds Gala  to honor our 

NYACCE President Lisa Lee  

 

Bring your denim apparel or any-

thing comfortable, and  

bedazzle it with bling provided by 

NYACCE.  

Bedazzle stations will be open in 

Salon F Tuesday  

1:30 - 4:30 pm. 

Stick around or come on down to Salon F at 3:45 pm for a little 

more Gala preparation. We’ll spruce up our Line Dance skills with 

75 minutes of instruction before stepping into the 

Denim and Diamonds Gala!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t be shy, everyone is welcome and encouraged to join the fun! 
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Dim the lights, cue the music, roll out the carving stations, grab a beverage and let’s           

celebrate our hard work and accomplishments of 2019! 

It’s time to thank y’all for coming out to the Conference and time for NYACCE members to 

say “Thank You” to our association  

President Lisa Lee! 

It’s time for the Denim and Diamonds Gala 

5:00 - 8:00 Salon D/E 

12 

Generous S
ponsors 

of the  

Denim and Diamonds Gala 

Don’t shed your fancy denim duds just yet… 

The Mine opens at 7:30 pm .   Head up to Room 667 for 
some NYACCE Hospitality.  
This year's relaxation & networking is  sponsored by:  

Basket Raffle: Winning tickets 

will be drawn mid-way 

through the Gala. Buy your 

tickets at the Swag Shoppe or 

see a Board Member anytime 

before the  Gala begins. 
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WEDNESDAY - May 1, 2019 

New York Association of Continuing and Community Education 

8:00 - 8:45 am  

SALON D/E 
NYACCE Annual Meeting 

9:00 - 11:00 am 

SALON A 

Using Google Slides and Google Forms in Adult Education 

Google has developed a number of apps that can be used on a variety of devices (desktop computers, laptops, 
Chromebooks, tablets and smartphones) for free. The skills developed in using these apps are transferable to 
Microsoft Office and most other computer/smartphone-based activities. But many teachers and students are 
unaware of the wide variety of Google apps and many of the functions these apps afford. In this session we 
will explore Google Drive and two Google apps that have promising uses in education: Google Slides and 
Google Forms. 

SALON B 

Complex Visuals Today-Complex Text Tomorrow! 

Visual thinking strategies and a variety of visual resources can help our adult English language students’ criti-
cal thinking come shining through! Explore how visual "texts," text dependent questions, graphic organizers 
and team tasks build language skills and strategies, develop academic language and help adult English lan-
guage students meet rigorous adult education standards across levels. 

SALON C 

Role Plays with Spice: What Can ESOL Learn from the Field of Drama? 

Roleplaying is a standard activity in ESOL classrooms. But often, these activities are memorized dialogues that 
do not stimulate fluency. Learn to create engaging roleplays and other drama-based activities that promote 
oral skills for all levels of ESOL learners. Extension activities that include reading and writing will also be cov-
ered. 

ALBANY 

Using Academics to Develop Employability Skills 

Employability skills are vital to the success of our learners, but they are often taught in a workforce develop-
ment vacuum. Likewise, academics are generally relegated to their own section of training programs. What 
would happen if we used academic development to grow our learners' employability skills? In this session we 
will dissect how best practices for teaching and learning numeracy and literacy can simultaneously develop 
your learners' 9 Employability Skills. 

COLONIE 

Financial Literacy Education for High School Equivalency Diploma Students 

Our students face constant uphill money battles. This workshop focuses on critical financial literacy needed to 
succeed on the TASC and in life. We'll explore a TASC and financial wellness checklist to help students (and 
teachers). Unique handouts, mini-projects, resources, and even some math formulas will be provided. 

SCHENECTADY 

Putting the Problem Before the Procedure 

The TASC math requires student understanding to go beyond the memorization of procedures. This workshop 
explores the use of non-routine and open-ended problems in adult education classes to help students develop 
perseverance, deeper and more flexible content knowledge, and a set of problem-solving strategies to build 
confidence and student independence. In this workshop participants will compare different types of math 
tasks, and work on adapting traditional problems into tasks that can help develop a culture of sense-making 
and productive struggle in our adult numeracy classrooms. 
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WEDNESDAY - May 1, 2019 

15 New York Association of Continuing and Community Education 

11:30 - 12:30 pm 

ALBANY 

Getting Your IELCE Program Started 

Dutchess BOCES ALI piloted an I-BEST ESL/C.N.A. program for the past two years, but starting an IELCE pro-
gram under WIOA Title II is a new challenge. In this workshop we will share our opportunities, our difficulties 
and the program we have created called the North River Academy for Adults. Our classes are held at Catholic 
Charities of Dutchess and Orange County where we are changing lives in partnership with the Office of New 
Americans. 

(Please note this workshop has not been reviewed by NYSED for state and federal guidelines. Programs inter-
ested in learning more about these topics, should contact their NYSED regional representative.) 

COLONIE Immigration and Naturalization ? 

SCHENECTADY 

Getting on Track with Fast Track 

This workshop will explore different ways programs can work with their affiliated TASC Coordinators to create 
and populate short term classes for students who need an extra push to pass the TASC. Audience members 
will take away new tools for using this New York State funded programming, which was launched in July 2018. 

 (Please note this workshop has not been reviewed by NYSED for state and federal guidelines. Programs inter-
ested in learning more about these topics, should contact their NYSED regional representative.) 

SALON A 

Google Applied Digital Skills 

WIOA defines digital skills as "the skills associated with using technology to enable users to find, evaluate, 
organize, create, and communicate information."  In this session, we will explore Google's Applied Digital Skills 
curriculum designed to develop and strengthen reading and writing skills for all levels. Developing and 
strengthening our own digital skills while using the Google curriculum is an added bonus! 

SALON B 

Review of New York's 2018 Data 

Venu will review statewide and regional data for all adult education programs for fiscal year 2018. You'll also 
see the latest changes to ASISTS and what's on the horizon. 

SALON C 

TABE 11/12 Overview and Best Practices 

This session provides an overview of the new TABE 11/12 tests. This overview describes the new subtest 
structure and length, testing time, item types and alignment to NRS EFLs and adult education standards, rele-
vance to high school equivalency tests, and an improved Locator component. Participants will also learn about 
online and offline computer based testing options for TABE and new scanning options. 

12:45 – 1:45 pm 

SALON A/B 
Updates from NYSED ACCES-AEPP - Join us for the final session delivered by Robert Purga, State Director Adult 
Programs, ACCES-AEPP. Mr. Purga is always inspiring, always full of surprises - the perfect capstone session. 

1:45 – 2:00 pm   The Big Give Away final raffle; must be present to win 



New York Association of Continuing and Community Education 

My  Schedule 

My  Schedule 

My Schedule 

16 



17 New York Association of Continuing and Community Education 

www.nyacce.org 

Friends Friends Friends 

of of of 

NYACCENYACCENYACCE   



New York Association of Continuing and Community Education 

www.nyacce.org 

18 



19 New York Association of Continuing and Community Education 

www.nyacce.org 



BOCES Consortium of Continuing Education 

a partnership between 

Congratulations BCCE’s 2019  

Outstanding Teachers: 

Shawn Fuess (HSE) 

Mersiha Omeragic (IEL/CE) 

Kim Salatino (CTE) 



New York Association of Continuing and Community Education 20 

www.nyacce.org 



New York Association of Continuing and Community Education  

www.nyacce.org 

Conference Conference Conference    

ExhibitorsExhibitorsExhibitors   

   



Aztec Software 

Burlington English 

Cambridge University Press 

Data Recognition Corporation 

Essential Education 

National Geographic Learning ELT 

New Readers Press 

Oxford University Press 

PrepPath 

Townsend Press 

Xenegrade 

NYACCE appreciates the support 

of these exhibitors: 


